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ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS EXPENDITURE 
302. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Treasurer: 
I refer to services that are currently being funded out of the consolidated account but following the budget will be 
funded from royalties for regions, including funding for tourism marketing, education assistants and water 
subsidies. Can the Treasurer confirm that by the end of the budget period, the amount of funding that has been 
transferred from the consolidated account to royalties for regions will be $562 million, or 58 per cent of royalties 
for regions, effectively gutting it? 
Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
Effectively gutting it! Can I just confirm to the house yet again that it is only the Labor Party that is committed to 
retaining royalties for regions! Let me tell you this, member for Geraldton: if the Liberal Party under the current 
leader comes back into power, royalties for regions will be abolished. That is the position of the Liberal Party. Not 
one cent will be spent under royalties for regions if the Liberal Party has its way. 
I could just sit down with that, but I will not. I want to make a couple of other points. Ultimately, there has been 
a huge spend in regional WA. Under the former government there were always two components to the budget, 
which is why we have the fiscal problems that we have now. One is that it had RforR. That was, to be frank, and 
I think they know it, treated as the National Party spend. That was broadly ignored by the other part of government. 
We then had the Liberal Party spend on top of that. That is why I assume that at election time, the Leader of the 
Opposition said he would shove $800 million of programs funded from the consolidated account into royalties for 
regions. For the first time in nearly a decade, we now have a government that actually looks at the entire budget. 
When we look at the entire budget, the spend in regional WA is vastly more than that which comes just from 
royalties for regions—vastly more. 
A member: How does Moora feel about that? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I will come to that, member. I will not forget you this time. It is vastly more—$3.4 billion in 
infrastructure spend alone. This will come up shortly during an MPI. Curiously, it is not being moved by the 
Liberal Party. An MPI after the budget—why would the Liberal Party be involved? We will come to that in 
a minute. I assure you of this, member for Geraldton, so that potentially you can keep that written at the bottom of 
your letterhead. Only the Labor Party is committed to retaining royalties for regions. We will continue to invest in 
regional WA through that particular budget process and ensure that everyone in regional WA is invested in and 
given the sorts of services that they need. 
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order! Member, I am changing my letterhead here and I am calling you to order for the first time. 
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